[Flow cytometric DNA analysis of colorectal carcinoma in adenoma].
We evaluated the DNA ploidy in 23 lesions of colorectal carcinoma in adenoma (CIA) and 90 adenomas without carcinomas by flow cytometry using fresh samples. DNA ploidy of carcinoma and adenoma components were assessed, respectively, with 17 paraffin-embedded samples of CIAs. The incidence of DNA aneuploidy (AP) was significantly higher in CIAs than in adenomas (47.8% vs. 12.2%, p < 0.01). Even in adenoma components of CIAs, AP tended to be found more frequent than in adenomas (41.2% vs. 12.2%). The incidence of AP in adenoma components was similar to that in carcinoma components (35.3%) in CIAs. In conclusion, DNA aneuploidy in adenomas may be a marker of malignant potential.